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With the enemy prowling around and above, Madrid con-
tinues to make feverish if belated preparations for defence.
Trade unions are mobilising their members. \Vhite-feced
hairdressers, pastrycooks, bakers, and decorators are springing
up beside the sun-tanned builders in iron, cemenr, and stone.
University students are forming * 'sporting'' battalions of foot-
ballers and skiers. These are to form reserves and are implored
or admonished to stand fast. Printed notices of instractions on
bearing in the field, vehement harangues from loudspeakers,
posters, meetings, propaganda films, the tireless appeal of the
shoal of wireless stations that have sprung up—nothing has been
neglected to raise the spirit of the defenders of the proletariat.
Easy-going, hitherto incorrigibly romantic, yet prosaic Madrid
is now cornered by fate and called upon to make herself worthy
of being the capital of a rising Socialist State. The Soviet
Ambassador says it is now for Madrid to emulate St. Peters-
burg, though not necessarily to change its name.
deaths from gales
The gale which swept the country on Monday increased in
severity, especially in Scotland and Northern Ireland, delaying
shipping and causing widespread damage. Between midnight
and dawn in London the wind tore branches off trees, strewed
the streets with carpets of leaves, and blew down hoardings. In
Sheffield snow fell on the hills, a violent thunderstorm broke
out, and a high wind broke several shop-windows. The Helena
Faulbaums, of Riga, was wrecked off the coast of Scotland,
Four of the crew of eighteen were saved. Five bodies were
washed ashore at Oban, but it is feared that the remainder of the
crew are lost.
mrs. wallis simpson's divorce suit
Mrs. Wallis Simpson, known to be a close friend of the King,
and one who accompanied his party during his summer cruise,
successfully sued for divorce in an undefended suit at Ipswich
Assizes. The case is barely mentioned in the English Press,
but in America comment is intensified, and it is openly said that
the King proposes to marry her when the divorce becomes
absolute.
the keelung incident
For the last three weeks there have been communications
passing between the British and Japanese Governments about
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